
“Your Concert Has Become an
Annual Tradition For Us”
“Refreshing…fun…beautiful…nourish-
ing…peaceful…transportive”…These are
some of the words people have used to
describe our annual Winter Respite 
concerts. Thank you to all who attended

Winter Respite IV 
last December.
SacredFlight raised
$2600 through your
generous donations and
matching funds from
Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans. Artist
Wendy Russell donated
a unique “light paint-
ing” to SacredFlight
that a lucky concert-
goer won through silent
auction. This year, 
our concerts will be

November 12th and 13th at Mt. Carmel
Lutheran Church, which has again 
graciously offered their warm, beautiful
sanctuary for us to perform in. We’ve
already begun preparing, and look 
forward to seeing you in November!

Dear SacredFlight:
“You Made Bob’s Last Day So Meaningful”

Bob and I have been together for 34
years. He grew up in Vernonia, was an
avid golfer, and had been a police officer
in Portland for 30 years.

Bob was at Kaiser Sunnyside Hospital.
The hospice coordinator there came to
our room and said “we have someone who
comes and plays the harp for critically ill
patients – if you like we can arrange this
for you.”

For the last 2-3 months, Bob could only
close his eyes halfway, but during the vigil
his eyes closed completely and his face 

Bob Turner Charity Golf Event and Raffle
Join us Saturday afternoon, July 30th at 2:00 PM at
Glendoveer Golf Course, 14015 NE Glisan, in Portland,
for great fun, marvelous raffle prizes, and 9 holes of
golf! The proceeds benefit SacredFlight and the Bill
Lucas early-onset Alzheimer’s Fund.

Jo Turner is celebrating what would have been Bob’s
85th birthday by organizing this fabulous event. This 
is not a tournament, and is open to golfers and non-
golfers alike, ages 21-100. We will use a “shotgun
start.” Rental clubs and riding carts are available.
There is a course set aside for the “real” golfers, and
another one for the rest of us.

“Shotgun Start”

In a shotgun start, all groups of players tee off simulta-
neously from different holes. If there are 9 foursomes,
each hole on the course serves as the starting hole for a
different group. Group A starts from No. 1, Group B
from No. 2, and so on, and each group begins play at
the same time. A shotgun start enables a tournament to
be completed in the time it normally takes one group to
finish 9 holes.

relaxed. I could tell he was enjoying it. He
looked like he was sleeping, but he wasn’t.

How did it make me feel? Well, it gave me
a feeling of calmness and serenity – that he
was still with me enjoying this.  We shared
a love of music –so it pleased me that he was
enjoying this. Music was important to him.  

You made Bob’s last day so meaningful.
The day you came to his room was his last
full day on earth – it was also his 84th
birthday. Afterwards, about 25-30 nurses
encircled his bed and sang “Happy
Birthday” to him.

Bob went home that afternoon and passed
away peacefully early the next morning.
He had been treated with such love and
respect. Thank you. 

—Jo Turner

Since 2001, SacredFlight has been bring-
ing the prescriptive qualities of music live
to the bedside of people who are terminal-
ly ill throughout the Portland area –
whether at home, or in a hospital, hospice,
or nursing home. There is never a charge
to patients or their families. We are a 
non-profit organization, and depend on
our hospital contracts and donations from
people like you to make our work possible.
Donations to SacredFlight are tax
deductible as allowed by law.

Institutions that provide SacredFlight
music-thanatology vigils:

Hopewell House Hospice Center1

Kaiser Sunnyside Medical Center2

Legacy Emanuel Hospital3

Legacy Good Samaritan Hospital3

Legacy Meridian Park Hospital3

Mary’s Woods at Marylhurst
Oregon Health and Sciences University4

1. Made possible through a generous gift from the 
Holzman Foundation, Inc.

2. Made possible through a generous gift from the Sunnyside 
Volunteer Auxiliary Board

3. Legacy Hospital vigils are made possible through generous 
gifts from their Foundations and Volunteer Auxiliary

4. Made possible through a generous anonymous gift

(The term “shotgun start” comes from the first known
use of such a starting format. As reported in the
December 2004 issue of Golf Digest, Walla Walla (WA)
Country Club head pro Jim Russell fired off a shotgun
to sound the start of play to golfers waiting on tees
around the course at a tournament in May 1956.)

Jo’s goal is to have 85 prizes to raffle off to celebrate
Bob’s 85th birthday. We already have some amazing
prizes! Can you or your company donate a prize? For
prize donation, or if you have questions, call Jo after
June 6th at 503.257.4164.

Each prize will have its own drawing – you may pool all
your raffle tickets for a prize you really want, or spread
them around to several prizes. You must be present to
win so you can take your prize home with you!

Can’t make it for golf? You can still join us for the raf-
fle and refreshments! Don’t miss out on all the great fun
and prizes!

Registration must be received by July 10th, and is
limited to the first 150 paid entries.

Check-in, hole assignments, refreshments, and raffle
ticket sales begin at 2:00. Golf begins at 3:30 – shotgun.
Raffle begins after golf – approximately 7:30.

BOB TURNER CHARITY GOLF EVENT AND RAFFLE

______ YES! Sign me/us up for the Bob Turner Charity Golf Event and Raffle benefiting SacredFlight and the 
Bill Lucas early-onset Alzheimer’s Fund.

Number in party ________ x $25 greens fee   $ ___________

Name of party _____________________________________________________________________________________

Members of party 1. ____________________________________ 2. ______________________________________

3. ____________________________________ 4. ______________________________________

______ I do not wish to play golf, but would like to help with registration, refreshments, or the raffle.

Name Phone 

Address City State Zip 

Make check payable to Bob Turner Charity Golf Event, c/o SacredFlight, PO Box 6866, Portland, OR 97208
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“You made 
Bob’s last day so 
meaningful. The
day you came to
his room was his
last full day on

earth – it was also
his 84th birthday.
Afterwards, about

25-30 nurses
encircled his bed
and sang ‘Happy

Birthday’ to him.”
– Jo Turner
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Oregon Cultural Trust 
partners with SacredFlight

SacredFlight is now a qualifying nonprofit
organization with Oregon Cultural Trust. 
The Cultural Trust is an innovative and widely-
supported program for strengthening and 
preserving Oregon’s culture by raising funds
for Oregon’s arts, heritage, and humanities.

As a result of becoming a qualified partner, 
individual and corporate gifts to SacredFlight,
made in concert with a gift to the Oregon
Cultural Trust, qualify you for a tax credit, 
in addition to the charitable deductions you 
can take for both gifts.

Here’s how it works:

1. The first step is to make a contribution 
to SacredFlight.

2. The second step is to make a matching gift 
to the Oregon Cultural Trust.

3. The third step, when you prepare your taxes
next year, is to take an Oregon income tax
credit of up to $500 (for individuals) 
or $2,500 (for corporations).

You receive a tax deduction for both gifts and
you gain the tax credit (a tax credit reduces
your taxes more than a tax deduction). As you
consider your charitable giving plans, keep this
innovative partnership in mind. For more infor-
mation on the Oregon Cultural Trust, visit their
web site www.culturaltrust.org or call the Trust
at 503.986.0088.

NEWSLETTER, SPRING 2005

SacredFlight, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, provides musical palliative (comfort) care for individuals and families 
approaching the end of life transition or suffering an unexpected event. We welcome your interest and donations.

SacredFlight is deeply grateful to Hanlon Brown Design for donating their graphic design time and talents.

June 17, 2005

2005 Statewide Palliative Care 
Conference presentation

“Beyond Words: Music-Thanatology 
in Palliative Medicine”

July 30, 2005

Bob Turner Memorial Charity 
Golf Event and Raffle
Glendoveer Golf Course
Portland, OR
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Our Mission

To lovingly serve the physical and spiritual
needs of people nearing the end of life with 
prescriptive music.

To expand cultural perceptions so that death
and dying can be seen and experienced as a
meaningful transition within the circle of life.

To offer an environment of beauty, peace, and
reverence, which can support transformation
through the reorganizing power of music.

Our Executive Director
Sharilyn Cohn

Our Board of Directors
Barbara Cabot M-Th
Sharilyn Cohn M-Th
Anna Fiasca M-Th
Sylvia McSkimming PhD, RN
Robert Richardson MD
Marisol Ricoy JD, MBA

October 21-23, 2005

Annual Conference
Music-Thanatology Association International
Portland, OR

November 12 and 13, 2005

Winter Respite V Concert
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church
Portland, OR
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